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A Austin Health

Austin Health Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC)

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Chair Dr Jenny Favaloro

9496 5635 / 5623; jennyf@unimelb.edu.au
Secretary (including contact details) Ms Eva Booth

9496 4090; [Eva.BOOTH@austin.org.au]
Terms of reference approval date 18 September 2007
Terms of reference review date 18 September 2008
1. Introduction

The role of the Austin Health Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) is to assess
and approve applications from researchers for the conduct, management and
containment of work involving genetically modified organisms (GMOs). All such
work must conform to the requirements of the Office of the Gene Technology
Regulator.

The regulatory system for GMOs, which commenced operation on 21 June
2001, consists of the following pieces of legislation:

¢ The Gene Technology Act 2000 (compilation incorporating amendments up to

Act No. 99 of 2007)

e The Gene Technology Reqgulations 2001 (compilation incorporating

amendments up to SLI 2007 No. 128)

¢ The Gene Technology (Consequential Amendments) Act 2000

¢ The Gene Technology (Licence Charges) Act 2000

Recent amendments to the Gene Technology Act 2000 and the Gene
Technology Regulations 2001

¢ Gene Technology Amendment Act 2007 (commencement 1 July 2007)

e Gene Technology Amendment Regulations 2007 (commencement 1 July 2007)

¢ The Gene Technology Amendment Regulations 2006 (commencement 31

March 2007)

Corresponding State Laws

e Gene Technology Act 2001 - Victoria

* Gene Technology Regulations 2001 - Victoria




Austin Health IBC Terms of Reference Page 2 of 3

REPORTING

The IBC Committee will report to the OGTR on an annual basis

TERMS OF REFERENCE

The role of the IBC is to assess and approve applications from researchers
for the conduct, management and containment of work involving genetically
modified organisms (GMOs). All such work must conform to the
requirements of the Office of the Gene Technology Regulator. The IBC is
also responsible for annual inspections of all Physical Containment Facilities
on the Austin Health Campus.

MEMBERSHIP
The following members will constitute the IBC Committee:

4.1 Chair: Dr Jenny Favaloro
4.2 Secretary: Ms Eva Booth
4.3 Members:

Name Delegate Role on Committee

Dr Barrie Mayall Austin Health delegate

Dr Roger Murphy Ludwig Institute delegate

Dr Oneel Patel University of  Melbourne,

Dept of Surgery delegate

Dr Helen MacLean University of  Melbourne,
Dept of Medicine delegate

Dr Viv Sutton Independent member

4.4 Members of the Committee may nominate an alternate if they are
unable to attend a meeting. Should a member be unable to attend at
least 50% of the meetings per year and have not provided a delegate
to represent them, the member will be asked to resign their
membership on the Committee and a replacement will be nominated.

4.5 The committee shall have one independent member. Unless otherwise
agreed by the Office of the Gene Technology Regulator, an
independent member is someone who could be reasonably regarded
as being free of any business or other relationship, including a
relationship of employment, with the applicant organisation that could
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materially interfere with the exercise of unfettered and independent
judgement in contributing to decisions made by the IBC.

MEETINGS

5.1 Any person elected or appointed as a member of the Committee is
entitled to one vote and in the event of an equality of votes the Chair
shall have the casting vote.

5.2 A quorum consists of a simple majority of voting members.

5.3 The committee may invite any person to attend a committee meeting in
order to facilitate its business. Any person so attending does not
have voting rights.

MEETING FREQUENCY

The committee will meet bi-monthly or as required. Some committee
business may be organised or conducted out of session via email. Meeting
frequency will be reviewed annually.

COMMITTEE REVIEW
The committee will review its terms of reference, function and outcomes
annually and provide an update to the Austin Health Executive.

Circulation list, outside of membership:

Name Distribution purpose

Ms Jill Davis Manager Research Ethics Unit Manager

Dr Mark Garwood Chief Medical Officer




